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The United States Nonprofit Sector found that, ex-
cluding foundations and religious congregations,
there were 837,027 501(c)3 nonprofits in the US
in 2003 and that they had combined assets of
$1.76 trillion. According to the World Factbook,
that asset base makes the U. S. nonprofit econ-
omy the sixth largest in the world.

The number of nonprofit organizations in the
United States grew by 68 percent between 1993
and 2003 according to a new report from the
Washington, D.C. based NCNA.

Of the 837,027 nonprofits, 66 percent (548,887)
were small organizations with assets under
$25,000. 288,150 charitable nonprofits had gross
receipts over $25,000 in 2003 and filed IRS form
990. These organizations are referred to as
“reporting” nonprofits.

Total expenditures of all reporting nonprofits were
$945 billion.

Human services organizations made up the larg-
est group of “reporting” agencies (34%). They
provided a broad spectrum of services including
youth development, disaster relief, housing serv-
ices, and family support. The next largest cate-
gory included education (18%), health care/mental
health (13%).

These organizations received 72% of their reve-
nue from programs and services, also known as
fees for service, including government funding in
the form of vouchers and contracts. Private con-
tributions from foundations and individual donors
comprised 14% of nonprofit revenues.

The average charitable contribution of those who
itemized deductions on their federal tax returns
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was $3,283 in 2003. Americans who itemized de-
ductions contributed an average of 3.7 percent.

Nonprofit hospitals comprised less than 2% of re-
porting agencies yet held almost 30% of the sec-
tor's assets. Human service organizations com-
prised over a third of reporting agencies but held
only 11 percent of the sector’s assets.

42% of reporting organizations are located in seven
states — California, Florida, Illinois, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and Texas. Charitable organizations
in those states held 42% of the secior’s assets na-
tionwide and accounted for 46 percent of total ex-
penditures in 2003. In 2003 Florida had 12,375 re-
porting organizations which had expenditures of
$37,517,713,434 and assets of $63,811,197,036.

To obtain the complete nine page National Council
of Nonprofit Associations report, which is based on
the most recent available (Fiscal year 2003) data
from the National Center for Charitable Statistics at
the Urban Institute, visit:
http://www.ncna.org/uploads/documents/live/us
sector report 2003.pdf

You may be able to use some of the statistics.

“The economic size of the nonprofit sector, when
matched with the social impact of its work, is evi-
dence that America relies on nonprofits and cannot
successfully tackle the problems it faces without
the work and presence of this vital force,” said
NCNA executive director Audrey R. Alvarado. I
can only imagine the possibilities if the nonprofit
sector united from its position of strength.”

Submitted by Judy Bennett, GPN President































